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Board of Selectmen 

Meeting Minutes 

May 4, 2021 

 

• Call to Order:  Chairman Kevin Morse called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in the 

Municipal Center Resource Room.  Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, CDC guidelines were 

followed and participants were invited to join the meeting remotely.  In attendance: 

Timothy Bonin, David Cortese, Harold Davis, Michael Hughes, TA Matthew Wojcik, and 

Lisa Freeman (Executive Assistant), Keith Menard, Christine Furno, John Furno, Adam 

Furno and Robert Minarik. 

 

• Pledge of Allegiance 

• Chairman Announcements: 

Chairman Morse acknowledged The Douglas Fire Department for receiving an EMS 

Service Award from Central MA EMS Corporation for a difficult and lengthy MVA that 

happened in November 2020. 

Chairman Morse presented Michael Hughes with a gift from the entire BOS for 15 years of 

service as Board Member from 2006 – 2021.   

 
1. Meeting with Town Moderator & Town Clerk – May 15th Town Meeting: 

In the packet is a memo from Suzanne Kane, dated 4/26/21, re: Meeting with BOS 

regarding May 15th Town Meeting.  

 Town Moderator Keith Menard reviewed the Articles for Town Meeting which will be 

held on May 15, 2021 at Douglas Elementary School. Mr. Menard stated nothing 

seemed out of the norm and did not have many questions, and requested slides for any 

detailed changes that were made to Article 12 & 13 (Police and Fire Contracts). 

 

2. Updates on Tree Removal –NGrid & Highway Department - Possible Vote(s): 

 Highway Superintendent John Furno informed the BOS that National Grid does contact 

homeowners with options for tree debris removal. There have been minimal complaints 

from residents regarding wood left behind and residents can also contact The Highway 

Department to discuss other options for removal of the wood. 

 

3. Approve Highway Spending from Main Street Flag Fund – Possible Vote(s): 

In the packet is a memo from Highway Superintendent John Furno, dated 4/27/21, re: 

permission to spend a $500 donation on new flags and mounting brackets for the 

downtown area. 

 Mr. Hughes made a motion to approve Highway spending from Main Street Flag 

Fund to purchase flag sets for downtown, Mr. Cortese Seconded the motion, Roll 

Call Vote, All in favor – aye. 
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4.  Eversource Franchise Request – Possible Vote(s): 

In the packet is a memo from Robert Minarik, dated 5/5/21, re: BOS review and sign in 

support of an Eversource Franchise Request to supply The Town of Douglas with natural 

gas service. 

 Robert Minarik drafted a letter stating the BOS unanimously supports moving forward 

with Eversource to supply natural gas to The Town of Douglas. This is key to attracting 

economic development within the town.   

 Unanimous decision with the BOS to sign the letter for the Franchise Request with 

Eversource, All in favor – aye. 

 
5. Approve Minutes – Possible Vote(s): 

April 13, 2021 Workshop Meeting: Mr. Hughes made a motion to approve the 

workshop meeting minutes of April 13, 2021 as presented, Mr. Cortese seconded, All 

in favor – aye. 

April 20, 2021 BOS Meeting: Mr. Hughes made a motion to approve the minutes of 

April 20, 2021 BOS Meeting as presented, Mr. Cortese seconded, All in favor – aye. 

April 20, 2021 Executive Session: Mr. Hughes made a motion to approve the Executive 

Session Minutes of April 20, 2021 as presented and retain all. Mr. Cortese seconded, 

All in favor – aye. 

 

6. TA Report & COVID Update: 

Mr. Wojcik thanked and acknowledged Michael Hughes for his many years of service and 

dedication while on the BOS. 

  COVID: EOC recommends July 1st for lifting the State of Emergency and reopening 

municipal buildings to the public. This gives us time to continue to watch numbers and 

trends. Number of people being vaccinated is rapidly increasing. BOS still has the 

authority to make this decision under the Open Meetings Act. This discussion will be 

on the agenda for the BOS May 18th meeting. 

 Public Safety Radio Project: The contract for $754,000 between The Town of 

Douglas and Marcus Communications, LLC was signed for the Communication 

Systems Agreement. The next couple months will entail acquiring FCC licenses and 

negotiating a lease for use of the radio tower in Webster. 

 Community Development: We have not received any qualified applicants. The job is 

still posted in the MMA Beacon, MMA Website and The American Planning 

Association.  

 Fire Department/Clerk Position: We have received several applicants and the 

interview process will begin the week of May 10th.  

 

 Gilboa St. /NE Main St. Land: RFP package that was authorized at Town Meeting 

has been posted on the town website and in the Telegram & Gazette. The deadline for 

bids is June 15, 2021 at 5:00 PM. At that time the public may attend the BOS meeting, 

bid and there will be no scoring, it will be done by price. 
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 Other Procurements: Highway Department supplier bids are now open. This includes 

gravel, dry screened sand, line painting, signage, etc. The closing date for the bids is 

Thursday June 3, 2021 at 10:00 AM. 

 Town Hall Basement Update: Soil has been cleaned up leaving 6ft holes which will 

be backfilled and then the final floor will be laid. However, there is one spot where the 

ground water is now showing signs of contamination. Satisfactory closure to the project 

with DEP will involve monitoring wells, then bailing from the contaminated well for a 

period of time hoping for cleaner samples. MIIA believes that we will surpass the initial 

$500,000 claim. 

 Heating Oil Contract: The Company we use (Peterson Oil) for heating oil for all town 

buildings is being investigated for mixing biodiesel into the product. The State has 

settled with the vendor but plaintiffs may purse as well, and this may became a Class 

Action Suit. 

 Elections: Signs for candidates are not to be placed in the Public’s Right of Way, or 

vandalized in any way. The sign(s) will be removed and brought to the Highway 

Department for the candidate to retrieve.  

 Fire Department/Brush Burning: Open Brush Season ended on May 1st. It is strongly 

advised that residents adhere to the rules and regulations regarding brush season and 

use common sense when having a contained/cooking fire. 

 Economic Development: Agreement was signed with April Anderson of Anderson 

Strategic Advisors, LLC for Consultant Services for strategic advice and grant writing 

support for public infrastructure and assistance with the MA Works Grant. 

 American Rescue Funding: Correspondence received regarding funds of 2.6 million, 

with 1.3 million distributed 6 months apart and the funds must be expended by FY24. 

Eligible expenses are Hazard Duty Pay for Public Safety and Water or Waste Water 

Projects (fire suppression) whether related to COVID or not. Meetings with the Water 

Commissioners regarding this type of project will happen in the future once we have 

more information.  

 EPermitting: Trying to decrease the amount of forms currently available, which will 

decrease costs. All costs associated with this are still CARES ACT eligible until 

December 2021. 
 
7. Open Session for Topics not Reasonable Anticipated 48 Hours in Advance of the 

Meeting: Per Mr. Bonin’s he request, the meeting minutes reflect verbiage on Mr. Hughes 

gift which reads: 

Michael D. Hughes Member, Douglas Board of Selectmen 2006-2021 Chairman of the 

Board 2007 –2011, 2015-2016 Presented with grateful appreciation in recognition of his 

unselfish dedication to the Town and the townspeople of Douglas, MA. Selectman Hughes’ 

sensitive leadership, deeds and insights will long serve as an inspiration to his colleagues 

and the residents of our community.  

Douglas Board of Selectmen 
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8. Executive Session – Collective Bargaining & Litigation: 

Mr. Hughes made a motion at 7:47 pm, to go into Executive Session for the purpose of 

collective bargaining and litigation, and to return to Regular Session for the purpose 

of adjournment, Mr. Cortese seconded the motion, Roll Call Vote, All in favor – aye. 

 

 The meeting was moved to the Selectmen’s Office and reconvened at 8:09 pm. 

 

Mr. Hughes made a motion at 8:29 pm, to leave Executive Session, and return to 

Regular Session for the purpose of adjournment, Mr. Cortese seconded the motion, 

Roll Call Vote, All in favor – aye. 

 

9. Adjournment: 

Mr. Hughes made a motion at 8:29 pm to adjourn, Mr. Bonin seconded the motion, 

Roll Call Vote, All in favor – aye. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Lisa C. Freeman 

Executive Assistant 
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