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Board of Selectmen 

Meeting Minutes 

April 20, 2021 

 

• Call to Order:  Chairman Kevin Morse called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in the 

Municipal Center Resource Room.  Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, CDC guidelines were 

followed and participants were invited to join the meeting remotely.  In attendance: 

Timothy Bonin, David Cortese, Harold Davis, Michael Hughes, TA Matthew Wojcik, and 

Lisa Freeman (Executive Assistant). 

 

• Pledge of Allegiance (00:10): 

• Chairman Announcements (00:29): 

~ Recognize Snow Plow Volunteers: 

In the packet is a memo from Suzanne Kane, dated 4/15/21, re: Chairman’s Announcement, 

and a listing from Highway Superintendent John Furno, dated March 23, 2021. 

• Mr. Morse recognized by name, the individuals who offered to step in and drive town 

vehicles for the highway department in the event the highway personnel were quarantined 

due to COVID.   

 

1. Chapter 61 Notice – Coppola Parcel 1 & 2 Bald Hill Road – Possible Vote(s) (1:29): 

In the packet is a memo from Suzanne Kane, dated 4/15/21, re: Chapter 61 Notification, 

Chapter 61 Procedures Record Checklist for Parcel 1 & 2, Notices of Intent from the Law 

Office of W. Robert Knapik, P.C., re: Notice of Intent…, and supporting documents. 

• The board received notice that Hannah Coppola intends to take a total of 25.43 acres of 

land on Bald Hill Road out of Chapter 61.  The Planning Board, Conservation Commission, 

and Open Space have all voted to recommend the Board of Selectmen, NOT exercise their 

right of first refusal (do not purchase land).  Mr. Hughes made a motion to NOT exercise 

the board’s right of first refusal for Parcel 1 & 2 – Bald Hill Road as presented.  Mr. 

Cortese seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – 

aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye. 
 

2. Sign May 11, 2021 Election Warrant – Possible Vote(s) (02:33): 

In the packet is the Warrant for Annual Town Election – May 11, 2021. 

• Mr. Hughes made a motion to sign the Election Warrant for May 11, 2021 as 

presented.  Mr. Cortese seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, 

David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – 

aye. 
 

3. Appoint COA – Jean Dwinnell – Possible Vote(s) (03:03): 

In the packet is a memo from Suzanne Kane, dated 4/15/21, re: COA Appointment, and an 

application from Jean Dwinnell, dated April 12, 2021, for Council on Aging. 

• Jean Dwinnell is applying for an opening on the Council on Aging.  The COA supports 

her appointment.  Since reappointments are coming up in June, Suzanne Kane asked that 

Ms. Dwinnell be appointed for a term ending June 30, 2022.  Mr. Bonin made a motion to 

appoint Jean Dwinnell to the Council on Aging for a term ending June 30, 2022 as 

presented.  Mr. Cortese seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, 
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David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – 

aye. 

4. Assign TM Motions – Possible Vote(s) (04:50): 

In the packet are copies of Town Meeting Motions & Presenters for May 3, 2021.   

• Mr. Hughes noted that since Town Meeting was moved to May 15th, and he is not running 

for another term as Selectmen, he will not be able to make any motions.  Mr. Bonin and the 

other Board members, took the opportunity to thank Mr. Hughes for his many years as a 

Selectmen, stating Mr. Hughes has been an asset with his institutional knowledge, and has 

always been a voice of reason.  Mr. Hughes thanked the Board stating he will still be 

available.  The Board assigned the motions.   

 

5. Approve Minutes – Possible Vote(s) (11:48): 

• April 6, 2021: Mr. Hughes made a motion to approve the minutes of April 6, 2021 as 

presented.  Mr. Cortese seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, 

David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – 

aye. 

• April 6, 2021 – Executive Session: Mr. Hughes made a motion to approve the 

Executive Session Minutes of April 6, 2021 as presented, and retain all.  Mr. Cortese 

seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, 

Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye. 
 

6. TA Report & COVID Update (12:38): 

• COVID: TA Wojcik reported the State numbers are down however there are still 

communities in the Red.  Douglas is averaging 6-7 positive cases.  TA Wojcik reported the 

Uxbridge Clinic is going full tilt and Douglas staff are still helping. 

• Division of Local Services (13:46):  TA Wojcik reported there has been correspondence 

from Division of Local Services, they will be revisiting “How” money is allocated to cities 

and towns without a county form of government.  The latest spreadsheet he saw had $2.466 

million allocated for Douglas, 3 times bigger than the amount they were originally told.  He 

stated the board will have conversation on how to use the money, one option being a higher 

level of services going forward.  TA Wojcik stated the Town still has CARES ACT funds 

to purchase PPE. 

• Budget (18:00):  TA Wojcik reported he has been doing budget cleanup to make sure 

they are ready for Town Meeting. 

• EDC (18:00):  TA Wojcik reported there is good progress on the EDC front and gave an 

update on the Tri-Town project. 

• Finance Committee Recommendations (23:14):  TA Wojcik reported the Finance 

Committee meet and gave their recommendation on the warrant articles. 

 

7. Open Session for Topics not Reasonable Anticipated 48 Hours in Advance of the 

Meeting (23:42): 

• NGrid Tree Cutting Program:  Mr. Hughes inquired about NGrid’s tree cutting 

program.  He stated they seem to be cleaning up small debris leaving the large tree trunks 

behind.  TA Wojcik will contact NGird and Tree Warden / Highway Superintendent John 

Furno and report back to the Board at their next meeting. 
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8. Executive Session – Collective Bargaining & Litigation (28:07): 

Mr. Bonin made a motion at 7:28 pm, to go into Executive Session for the purpose of 

collective bargaining and litigation, and to return to Regular Session for the purpose 

of adjournment.  Mr. Hughes seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – 

aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin 

Morse – aye.  The meeting was moved to the Selectmen’s Office and reconvened at 7:36 

pm. 

 

Mr. Cortese made a motion at 7:50 pm, to leave Executive Session, and return to 

Regular Session for the purpose of adjournment.  Mr. Hughes seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, 

Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye. 
 

9. Adjournment: 

Mr. Hughes made a motion at 7:50 pm to adjourn.  Mr. Cortese seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael 

Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Suzanne Kane 

Administrative Assistant 
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Board of Selectmen 

Meeting Minutes 

April 6, 2021 

 

 

• Call to Order:  Chairman Kevin Morse called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in the 

Municipal Center Resource Room.  Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, CDC guidelines were 

followed, and participants were invited to join the meeting remotely.  In attendance: 

Timothy Bonin, David Cortese, Harold Davis (remotely), Michael Hughes, TA Matthew 

Wojcik, and Lisa Freeman (Executive Assistant).   

 

Other Staff and Citizens:  Finance Director Jeanne Lovett, Town Counsel Richard 

Bowen, Michael Frazier (NGrid Remote), Fire Chief Kent Vinson, and Paul Meda. 

 

• Pledge of Allegiance (00:08) 

• Chairman’s Announcements (00:38): There were no announcements. 

 

1. Hearing – Pole Petition # 26285172 – West St., & # 29047654 – Walnut St. – 

Possible Vote(s) (00:39): 

In the packet is a memo from Suzanne Kane, dated March 31, 2021, re: Pole Petitions: 

26285172 – West Street & 29047654 – Walnut Street, Pole Petition packet # 26285172 – 

West Street, Pole Petition Packet # 29047654 – Walnut Street, and supporting 

documents. 

• Mr. Morse opened the hearing by reading both pole petitions.  Paul Meda of 120 

Walnut Street requested pole 24-50 be moved at least 10’ NE towards 0 Walnut Street to 

allow him to back his trailer into his property.  NGrid Engineer Michael Frazier stated he 

sees no issues and would reach out to the engineers.  Highway Superintendent, John 

Furno requests the poles be located at least 3’ from the edge of the pavement.  Mr. 

Hughes closed the hearing at 7:02 pm.  Mr. Bonin seconded the motion.  Roll Call 

Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael 

Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.    

• West Street: Mr. Hughes made a motion to approve Pole Petition # 26285172 – 

West Street and placing poles at least 3’ from the edge of the pavement.  Mr. Bonin 

seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, 

Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.   

• Walnut Street: Mr. Cortese made a motion to approve Pole Petition # 29047654 – 

Walnut Street, placing poles at least 3’ from the edge of the pavement, and moving 

Pole P24-50 at least 10’ NE to 0 Walnut Street. Mr. Davis seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael 

Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.   
 

2. Approve Road Use – RiMaConn Relay for August 28th – Possible Vote(s) (08:21): 

In the packet is a memo from Suzanne Kane, dated March 31, 2021, er: Road Use – 

RiMaConn Relay, an email from Matt Anderson, VP of Hartford Marathon Foundtion, 

and supporting documentation. 
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• Matt Anderson was not in attendance.  Mr. Morse noted Police Control is covered in the 

“Services” section of the Road Race Safety Plans & Protocols.  The Fire Chief also 

requests an ambulance detail as in the past.  Mr. Bonin made a motion to approve the 

RiMaConn Relay for August 28th, contingent upon securing a police and ambulance 

detail.  Mr. Davis seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David 

Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.   
  

3. Request to School Committee to transfer control of school property, parcel # 168-

16, 77 Davis Street, for MA Hoisting License – Possible Vote(s) (13:33): 

• TA Wojcik reported he was approached by MA Hoisting License, LLC because they are 

interested in parcel 168-16, also known as 77 Davis Street, as the location of their 

training school for hoisting and CDL operators.  The land is under the control of the 

School.  Conveyance of the land is spelled out in MGL c40(3) – Towns Power to Hold, 

Lease,  and Convey Property, and MGL c40(15A) Transfer of Land; Procedure.  The 

Town would submit a letter to the School Committee asking for the release of the parcel, 

and Town Meeting would approve the transfer.  Atty. Bowen suggested expanding the 

article since the statue applies to building and not land.  TA Wojcik stated c40(3) limits 

the lease to 30 years.  Mr. Cortese made a motion to authorize TA Wojcik to send a 

letter to the School Committee requesting the release of parcel 168-16, also known 

as 77 Davis Street as presented.  Mr. Hughes seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: 

Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – 

aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.   
 

4. Approve Virtual Community Outreach Meeting for Flying Goose & Dark Stream 

– Possible Vote(s) (19:42): 

In the agenda is a memo from Suzanne Kane, dated March 31, 2021, re: Virtual 

Community Outreach Meeting Request, and email from Rich Rainone, dated March 25, 

2021, subject: Virtual Community Outreach Meeting Request: Flying Goose and Dark 

Stream, and supporting documents. 

• Mr. Bonin made a motion to approve the request from Flying Goose and Dark 

Stream, to hold a Virtual Community Outreach Meeting.  Mr. Cortese seconded the 

motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – 

aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.   
 

5. Approve Common Vic License – Grille on Main – Possible Vote(s) (22:56): 

In the agenda packet is a memo from Suzanne Kane, dated March 31, 2021, re: Common 

Victular License, Common Vic License Check List and Application for Grille on Main. 

• The Liquor License transfer was approved by ABCC and the new owners now need a 

Common Vic. License.  Mr. Hughes made a motion to approve the Common Victular 

License for Grille on Main.  Mr. Bonin seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: 

Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – 

aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.   
 

6. Approve & Sign Building Commissioner Services Intermunicipal Agreement – 

Possible Vote(s) (23:58): 
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In the packet is an email from Debra Jacques, dated March 18, 2021, subject: IMA, and 

a copy of the Agreement between the Towns of Sutton, Douglas, and Uxbridge for 

Building Commissioner Services – Blackstone Logistics Center. 

• Douglas, Sutton, and Uxbridge have been sharing engineering & ConCom review 

services, and are now looking to share the services of the Sutton Building Official, since 

he is the most qualified of the three towns.  TA Wojcik stated he had a concern about the 

Rights and Indemnities section on page 3 of the agreement, although Sutton receives all 

associated fees, Douglas and Sutton would assume property and liability insurance costs.  

Discussion ensued.  Mr. Cortese made a motion to respectfully decline to assume the 

insurance costs included in the Agreement between the Towns of Sutton, Douglas, 

and Uxbridge for Building Commissioner Services – Blackstone Logistics Center.  

Mr. Bonin seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David 

Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.   
 

7. Vote to Authorize Expenditure of Surplus Fund from the Trust Fund for Health 

Insurance – Possible Vote(s) (29:24): 

• TA Wojcik reported as of June 30, 2020, there was a surplus in the Douglas Equity 

portion of the trust fund of $578,529.  In order to offset the premium rate increase and 

hold the town to 7% in the budget, the town would have to spend $87,404 of the surplus.  

TA Wojcik is requesting authorization to expend, not more than $90,000 of the surplus 

trust fund, to arrive at the 7% year to year working rate increase.  Mr. Hughes made a 

motion authorizing the Town to expend, not more than $90,000 of the surplus trust 

fun, to arrive at the 7% year to year working rate increase.  Mr. Cortese seconded 

the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold 

Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.   
 

8. Approve & Sign May 3rd Town Meeting Warrants – Possible Vote(s) (30:42): 

In the packet is a memo from Suzanne Kane, dated April 5, 2021, re: Warrant, and copies 

of the Special and Annual Town Meeting Warrants for May 3, 2021. 

• Mr. Cortese made a motion to open the Special and Annual Town Meeting 

Warrants of May 3, 2021.  Mr. Hughes seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: 

Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – 

aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.   TA Wojcik explained that the Prior Year bill was 

approved to be paid by the Auditor’s so could be removed from the warrant.   He requests 

inserting a new article for the Green Communities Grant Funding of Electric Vehicle 

Charging Ports.  The Town won a $50,000 grant for the charging ports which will cost 

$56,161.  The article will ask to supplement the grant for a total of $6,161.  The Town 

has 6 months to complete the project after accepting the grant.  TA Wojcik also asked for 

a place holder article on the ATM for the potential transfer of school property.  TA 

Wojcik pointed out the budget is not on the agenda so if the board wants to make any 

edits they would need to take it up at another meeting.  Consensus of the board to meet 

on Tuesday, April 13th at 6:00 pm to finalize the budget before sending it to the Finance 

Committee.  Mr. Hughes made a motion to remove the Prior Year Bill Article, Insert 

an article for Green Communities Grant Funding, and School Transfer of Property 

on the May 3rd Town Meeting Warrant.  Mr. Cortese seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael 
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Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.  Discussion on addressing the BOS Stipend at 

the April 13th meeting, consensus of the board to discuss.  Mr. Cortese made a motion 

to close the Warrants for the May 3, 2021 Town Meeting.  Mr. Hughes seconded the 

motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – 

aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.   
 

9. Approve Minutes (43:01): 

• March 16, 2021: Mr. Hughes made a motion to approve the minutes of March 16, 

2021 as presented.  Mr. Cortese seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy 

Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and 

Kevin Morse – aye.   

• March 16, 2021 – Executive Session: Mr. Hughes made a motion to approved and 

retain, the Executive Session minutes of March 16, 2021 as presented.  Mr. Cortese 

seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, 

Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye.   

• March 30, 2021: Mr. Hughes made a motion to approve the minutes of March 30, 

2021 as presented.  Mr. Cortese seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy 

Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and 

Kevin Morse – aye.   
 

10. Administrator’s Report (44:17): 

• COVID: TA Wojcik reported that all the seniors who signed up through the Senior 

Center, have been able to get their vaccinations.  He thanked COA Director, Patrice 

Rousseau who also helped find rides for those who needed them.  He also thanked the 

Town Nurse, Agnieszka Podstawka, BOH Administrative Assistant Kristen Harris, Hwy 

Superintendent, John Furno, and Assistant Fire Chief Manning, as well as the other staff 

who helped with the Uxbridge Clinic.  He stated the case load is averaging between 2200 

to 2300 active cases in the state.  Residents need to continue observing common sense 

measures.  He will leave the Municipal Center closed for the time and noted the staff 

continues to let residents in by appointment, as well as availability of E-permitting, and 

use of the drop box.   

• Budget (47:52): TA Wojcik went over a few minor changes to the budget.  He stated 

this year’s property / liability insurance premiums will not reflect the cost of the cleanup 

from the oil spill, but it will hit in FY2023. 

• Grants (51:43): TA Wojcik went over the proposed Electrical Vehicle Charging 

Stations to install 4 ports outside the Municipal Center.  The Town also won $85,000 for 

transportation planning through CMRPC – DELTA Grants.  He stated he was originally 

going to look at traffic studies at three key intersections in Town, but was advised to 

focus on one.  He is considering the Gilboa & North Street intersection.  He stated the 

long term goal is to establish traffic counts at the three key intersections for future grants.   

• Turnout Gear (55:19): TA Wojcik reported the Town received an $11,970 grant for 

Turnout Gear through a FF program, which will be in addition to the gate takes at the 

Wallum Lake Park.  This should bring the department up to NFPA compliance this year. 

• Oil Spill Cleanup (56:30):  TA Wojcik reported cleanup is still going on and holding 

to the $400,000 estimate by MIIA.   
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• Emergency Generator (57:59): TA Wojcik reported Town Meeting will contain a 

Capital Article which will include funds for upgrading the emergency generator. 

 

11. Open Session for Topics Not Reasonably Anticipated 48 Hours in Advance of the 

Meeting. (59:07): 

• School Union Negotiations: Mr. Bonin asked the Board to support a request to the 

School Committee to allow him to be an Associate Member of the BOS during the 

School Union Negotiations.  Atty. Bowen stated TA Wojcik could express the Boards 

wishes to the negotiating team subject to ratification by the School Committee.  

Consensus of the Board to support Mr. Bonin’s interest in being an Associate Member 

for the BOS during negotiations.   

 

12. Executive Session – Collective Bargaining & Litigation (42:34): 

Mr. Bonin made a motion at 7:42 pm to go into Executive Session for the purpose of 

Collective Bargaining & Litigation, and to return to Regular Session for the purpose 

of adjournment.  Mr. Hughes seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin 

– aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin 

Morse – aye.  The meeting was moved to the Selectmen’s Office and reconvened at 7:50 

pm. 

 

Mr. Bonin made a motion at 8:25 pm to return to regular session for the purpose of 

adjournment.  Mr. Hughes seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, 

David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – 

aye.   
 

13. Adjournment: 

Mr. Hughes made a motion at 8:25 pm to adjourn.  Mr. Cortese seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote: Timothy Bonin – aye, David Cortese – aye, Harold Davis – aye, 

Michael Hughes – aye, and Kevin Morse – aye. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Suzanne Kane 

Administrative Assistant 
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